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the mind and imagination in behalf of the Christian Faith, the remainder pre- 
senting the claims of Christianity over the moral and practical life. The 
themes, based upon well - chosen texts, are all useful and attractive, the treat- 
ment of them is skilful, vigorous, and influential, e. g. The Witness of 
Christ, The Demand for Results, The Function of the Gospel, Social Responsi- 
bilities, The Limits of Speed. The texts, with two exceptions from Isaiah, 
are all taken from the New Testament, six of them from the Fourth Gospel. 
One must choose between the many books of published sermons, all merito- 
rious, and all useful. It can hardly be said that this volume has particular 
claims to attention, but it is an excellent work. C. W. V. 



Our Lord's Signs in St. John's Gospel. Discussions chiefly Exegetical and Doc- 
trinal on the Eight Miracles in the Fourth Gospel. By John Hutchi- 
son, D.D. Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark, 1892, pp. 237. 

The author has already published two books of value, treating of Paul's 
Epistles to the Thessalonians and the Philippians. This volume is prepared 
from a similar point of view, being chiefly an exposition of the eight miracles 
narrated in the Fourth Gospel. He rightly regards them as having a larger 
and more vital significance than do the miracles as recorded in the synoptic 
gospels. Then, from this standpoint, he sets forth, with painstaking care and 
exact exegesis, the circumstances and the meaning of each of the eight mira- 
cles, giving in each case (1) the exposition, (2) the significance of the "sign." 
In a masterly way it is shown that the miracles cited by John are actual para- 
bles, embodiments of spiritual doctrine and truth. 

Nothing strikingly new has been added to the view or the information of 
the subject, — probably that would have been too much to expect, considering 
the exhaustive studies in this field by Trench, Bruce, and others. Some of 
the conclusions arrived at on disputed points might not win acceptance. But 
the treatise is a very able, interesting and valuable one. It should stand on 
the shelves with the other first - rate books upon the miracles of Christ. 

C. W. V. 

The Life of Jesus Critically Examined. By Dr. David Friedrich Strauss. 
Translated from the Fourth German Edition by George Eliot. Second 
Edition, in one volume. New York: Macmillan & Co., 1892, pp. 784. 
$4.50. 
This is the famous work put out by Strauss in 1835, with the comparatively 
few alterations incident to the several editions, and translated by England's 
great novelist. Of the work itself nothing need be said. It was an epoch - 
making book, and did much to bring about the present advanced knowledge 
concerning the life of Christ. It has been outgrown ; its importance is histor- 
ical, not practical. Yet it will be valuable to the education of the individual 
judgment, for the individual mind must pass through stages of opinion and 
knowledge such as the race itself has previously emerged from. A man 
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must know what has been, in order to understand what is, and to think out 
what should be. This is the sufficient reason for reissuing Strauss's Life of Jesus. 

The work is in one large volume, rather small but clear print, and finely 
made. An index would have been a happy addition to the original. No 
other edition of the book will prove so serviceable. There has been wisdom 
exercised in reproducing this original work, with its independence and its his- 
toric significance, rather than the New Life of fesus which Strauss put out a 
generation later, with marked modifications. 

The interest and value of this particular edition is greatly enhanced by an 
introduction by Professor Pfleiderer. He justifies the re -publication of this 
monumental work of Strauss, discusses its historical importance, exhibits with 
acumen the weaknesses of Strauss's position, and gives an account of the sub- 
sequent development of the Strauss school of New Testament historic criticism. 
He regards Keim's Life of Jesus as " the best representation of the present 
condition of our knowledge of the life of Jesus." C. W. V. 



The Acts of the Apostles. Vol. II. Expositor's Bible Series. By Rev. G. T. 
Stokes, D.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the University of Dub- 
lin. New York: Armstrong & Son, 1892, pp. 16+480. $1.50. 

The first volume of this expository work preceded this one by about a 
year, and was highly commended for its good style, practical character, and 
scholarship. The second volume concludes the treatment of the Acts, covering 
chaps. 9-28, a somewhat uneven apportionment of the material, and also of 
the history. The effect of this is apparent in Dr. Stokes's presentation of 
chaps. 2 1 - 26, the outlines of which are barely sketched ; Paul's trial before 
the Sanhedrim is given five lines (p. 429). This compression can not but be a 
matter of regret. It was evidently necessitated by imperfect calculation at 
the start. 

The many features of the first volume appear again in the second — 
learned notes, apologetic argument, abundant illustration, frequent and long 
digressions with reference to current parties and problems in the English 
Church, and good homiletic treatment of the Acts. The discussion of the 
Jerusalem Conference is excellent. Exception must be taken to Dr. Stokes's 
view that Paul was tried at Athens before the Court of Areopagus (pp. 309-310). 
He understands that it was Aquila who took the vow (p. 333), and that Euty- 
chus had merely fainted (p. 403). The volume is in the excellent typography 
of the series, and has a fair index. A few blemishes of style, more express- 
ive than elegant, occur, e.g., "Barnabas in plain language wished to perpe- 
trate a job in favor of a member of his family" (p. 254, by the way, also, an 
unfortunate statement of the case), and " St. Paul did not let things slide, 
trusting in the Divine care alone " (p. 444). 

The two volumes form an attractive and useful aid to the study of the Book 
of the Acts, for popular purposes. C. W. V. 



